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Of the 137 maternal deaths in the latest year, 35 resulted from complications arising 
during pregnancy, about half of these from some type of toxaemia; 48 resulted from a 
complication of delivery, 32 from a post-delivery complication and 22 from abortive delivery. 
There has been an encouraging drop in maternal deaths caused by toxaemia during the 
past three or four years. 

Age a t Death.—Table 25 shows the distribution of maternal deaths by age group; 
the average age at death is about four years higher than the average age of all mothers at 
the time of childbirth. While death rates for all age groups of mothers have been declin­
ing, there have been rather significant changes in the rates. Formerly, the rate for mothers 
in the age group 30-34 was twice or three times as high as the rate for the 20-24 group, but 
recently mortality rates for the four age groups of mothers under 35 years of age have not 
been far apart, although after age 35 a sharp rise occurs. 


